
MASTER PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE  

Town of Peterborough, New Hampshire 

Minutes of October 28, 2021 

Members Present: Sarah Steinberg Heller and Tyler Ward  

Also Present: Laura Norton and Danica Melone, Office of Planning & Building   

With no quorum Ms. Heller reviewed her suggestions for both the Vision and Land 
Use Chapters of the Master Plan.  

Ms. Heller complimented the Vision Statement and noted the significant amount of 
feedback from residents, businesses, and stakeholders through the extensive 
outreach projects conducted throughout the spring and summer of 2021. 

Ms. Heller the reviewed her notations which included several specific word 
changes (i.e., replacing the word “reaching the vision” to “attaining the vision”) 
and word definitions (public/semi-public land use) for clarity as well as graphic 
suggestions to support neutrality in lifestyles throughout the each of the Vision 
Themes (natural resources; history & culture; retention of youth and young 
families; transportation infrastructure; energy & climate changes and housing). 

Ms. Heller also noted the importance of providing diverse, inclusive housing 
opportunities for both young people and families and our aging population. She 
was specifically adamant about distinguishing the many types of housing under the 
affordable housing umbrella. Mr. Ward asked if rentals were mentioned in that 
calculation with all in agreement that rentals are often by choice, high-end and do 
not equate to affordable housing. 

Ms. Heller and Mr. Ward briefly discussed potential mixed-use applications with 
retail on the ground floor and apartments or condominiums above at the 
Peterborough and Monadnock Plazas, Ava Marie’s and the Granite Block. 

From the audience Carol Nelson introduced herself and asked about housing in the 
Business/Industrial Districts and a brief discussion about the necessity to change 
zoning followed that included manufactured housing parks, ADUs and tiny homes. 



Citing the fact that manufactured housing parks were only a permitted use in the 
Rural District (where they must connect to municipal utilities that don’t exist) Ms. 
Heller noted that it reminded her of a shade of elitism. 

Moving on Ms. Melone gave a brief update on the nearly completed Vision 
Statement and Land Use Chapter of the Master Plan and noted the Housing 
Chapter will be next. “It is due, it was supposed to be done in 2017” she said.   

Next Meeting: 

November 22, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. 

The discussion adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Laura Norton  

Office of Planning & Building 
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